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AL REPRESENTATIVE MEET- 
ING: CHANGE OF DATE 


last week’s issue of the Supplement it 
announced that the Annual Repre- 
tative Meeting, 1943, would be held 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
tember 22, 23, and 24. It has now 
n found necessary to alter this arrange- 
The Annual Representative Meet- 
will be held on Tuesday, September 
|, Wednesday, September 22, and Thurs- 


Voicing Opinion 
$ik,—Following a Division meeting at 
uildford to discuss the B.M.A. resolu- 


une 27 we held our annual meeting at 
Guildford, when the very important elec- 
tion of officers was to take place, and I 
should like again to put forward the same 
plea; but for this quite different and, I 
hope, even better reason. I came away 
fom the meeting last March convinced 
that our affairs were in the hands of un- 
practical idealists, who were handing us 
over as a political peace-offering to the 
Socialist members of the Government 
a some compensation for the fact that 
the whole Beveridge plan had not been 
adopted. I am not going back on any- 
thing 1 said at that time, but another 
meeting in May and this last meeting in 
june have made me realize that possibly 
pq heir ideals may have carried our repre- 
sme] a little beyond their real feel- 
ings, so that others of us may have be- 
come a little more realistic than we really 
ae. After all, few of us entered the medi- 
‘ATE al profession merely as a means to a 
4A2™ living. As students we all had very much 
nder tAtte same ideals, and the interest of our 
ame wf *Ork was our whole interest, for the 

financial side of medicine had not as 


| 


Ad 
Moms| ct entered into it. Stern necessity brings 
that in later, but with 99% of doctors, 
whatever they may say, it is always 
second. I have lost many an hour's 
Hskep over a case that has gone wrong, 
sirming Ut NOt One minute's sleep over a patient 
r. B &¥ho has not paid an account. 

Two members at this annual meeting 
suid very much the same thing in slightly 
different ways, which really sums up the 
y's Hef Whole matter : that at one extreme we have 
stcotl, 7 the idealists who are apparently unprac- 
», Kes ‘cal, and at the other materialists who 
t. apparently have no ideals ; and neither of 
et these can achieve anything. The argu- 
~ Luong Ments put forward in March may have 
ster fo {ppeared to swing the pendulum too far 

towards idealism, and in May and June 
the arguments of the materialists may 
have tried to swing it to the other 
‘xtreme. We can hope that at the next 
Meeting we may find the pendulum swing- 


t. R. 


ing \ ara and evenly in. between, as a 
well-balanced pendulum should. The 
last meeting lasted 34 hours, but I do 
not consider that one moment was wasted 
if the doctors can only get together. 

It is my opinion that the question of 
a State Medical Service should wait for 
Mr. Churchill’s Four-year Plan, but if 
it must come now, then we must have a 
united front, so that we can get a square 
deal for the public and a square deal 
for ourselves. To my mind a square 
deal for the public means that all medical 
facilities should be available to all mem- 
bers of the public, irrespective of their 
means to pay ; but that any man who has 
saved money has as much right to spend it 
on medical advice of his own choice as he 
has to spend it on motor-cars, racing, and 
luxurious living. A square deal for the 
doctors is that they should have adequate 
remuneration in any medical service, and 
that they should also have the right to pri- 
vate work if they so desire. I think it is of 
the utmost importance that a doctor should 
not draw his income from one source 
only, and that he should not treat one 
class of patient only, for in these two 
things we find independence and variety 
which are the remedy for servility and 
staleness. 

This is the reason that I again appeal 
to all members of the B.M.A. to attend 
their Division meetings on this vital crisis, 
because if members will only voice their 
opinions in public to the chair, and not 
mutter them to their next-door neighbour 
or stay at home and mutter them to them- 
selves, it may be found that most of us are 
really thinking along very much the same 
lines. We have always put our patients 
first, and whatever happens we always 
shall ; but we do not want to be made a 
pawn in any game of politics. Only two 
things are necessary : 

(1) That every member should attend 
his Division meetings, unless his profes- 
sional duties prevent him, and voice his 
opinions. 

(2) That every member of the B.M.A. 
should point out to his friends who are 
not members of the B.M.A. the entire 
selfishness of their outlook in leaving it 
to others to ww their time and supply 
the funds to fight their battles for them. 


—I am, etc., 
Camberley. HARTLEY. 


Labour and State Medicine 


Sir,—Closely following on the heels of 
Sir William Beveridge with his plans for 
control of the medical profession we have 
a further contribution to the same subject, 
this time from that hotbed of genius the 
British Labour Party. After the pom- 
pous promulgation of a few truisms about 
the doctor's place in society, the authors 
proceed to: the main business of the 
pamphlet—a blunt criticism of general 
practitioners, their qualifications, and 
their methods of practice. The attack is 
fierce and calls for a strenuous defence. 
It would have been better if the Labour 
Party before issuing this document had 


polished its doctrines into a form some- 
what less shocking to good sense and 
good taste. 

What is this strange infatuation which 
leads politicians to abandon those depart- 
ments in which tkey might excel, and 
start lecturing the medical profession 
about a subject concerning which they, 
the politicians, have the very A BC yet to 
learn? They judge of their theories by 
the effect which they produce upon their 
imagination. What they term their 
opinions are merely their tastes. 

Now State medicine is no new thing. 
It has been in vogue for more than 30 
years so far as the industrial millions of 
the population are concerned. We are 
surely entitled to ask what the State has 
done with its powers during the thirty 
years of control. By its passion for 
mummeries, its idolatrous adoration of 
the printed form, and its merciless in- 
tolerance, the State has reduced clinical 
medicine to a shadow of what it should 
bé. If the fruit is now ripening and the 
thistle bears no figs the fault is not to be 
laid at our door. The blame is entirely 
with the Ministry for any shortcomings 
which the doctors exhibit. Formerly. 
when a patient came for consultation one 
inquired about his symptoms ; now when 
a patient comes it is safest to inquire 
what kind of a certificate he wants and 
what date he would like upon it. In fact 
the main reason for the patient coming 
at all is to get one of these wretched 
forms. 

Instead of being able to practise our 
art in a calm atmosphere in which we 
can comfortably permit our faculties to 
work for the patient's benefit, we have to 
rush through surgeries of enormous size 
and watch all the time to see that no one 
takes advantage of us. There is a con- 
stant atmosphere of suspicion. We sit 
uneasily balanced between the transcen- 
dental on the one hand and the police on 
the other. This is State medicine in 
practice. In the laboratory we keep the 
balance in a glass case so that it shall 
function properly when we need to use 
it. In the same way, since truth is only 
partly attainable, and that with difficulty, 
a little more regard might be paid to the 
medical man and the manner of his usage. 
The main effect of panel practice or State 
medicine has been the virtual destruction 
of clinical medicine. Try as we may, the 
“coarse thumb and finger” of the State 
intrudes at every turn, insisting upon the 
letter and denying the spirit. 

The family doctor, so the pamphlet 
says, is “a sickness man rather than a 
health man,” and out of touch with pre- 
ventive medicine. Here the Labour 
Party is on very thin ice and should have 
skated a bit faster. As I see it, preventive 
medicine includes such things as freedom 
from accident in pits, freedom from 
accident on the roads, and above all 
freedom from accident by weapons of 
war. All these come under preventive 
medicine, because by all, health, happi- 
ness, and life itself are threatened if not 
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destroyed entirely. Your readers can 
best judge for themselves just how far 
the omniscient State has managed to 
practise this branch of preventive medi- 
cine. 

Doctors in general practice have better 
memories than politicians, wider sym- 
pathies, and an infinitely more expansive 
knowledge of human nature. There is 
only one class of person competent to 
judge of the work of a general practi- 
tioner and that is a brother practitioner 
himself in practice. As a body we have 
suffered intolerably from the intrusion of 
politics. We remember the words of 
Dryden, and it would be good for the 
politicians to recall them also: “ Beware 
the fury of the patient man.” 

One or two words more, if you will 
permit. To the politician this war 
appears to be merely an “ incident.” 
Most of us feel rather differently. When 
it is over we do not know what may 
happen. We do know, however, that the 
first thing we shall do is to count our 
dead, try to measure the sorrow that has 
fallen upon our people, and inquire if 
Hitler has ruined Germany, Mussolini 
has ruined Italy, who is it that will surely 
ruin us if allowed? The answer is “ The 
Planners.” Our Poet Laureate wrote that 
“ States are not made, they- grow.”—I am, 


J. C. Grits. 


Certification Cases before the G.M.C. 

Sir,—I wish to register my protest 
against the insensate persecution con- 
ducted against general practitioners and 
which manifests itself by dragging unfor- 
tunate individuals in front of the G.M.C. 
for trivial certification offences. I am 
referring specifically to the two cases 
brought by the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service and described in the 
Supplement of June 19. I submit that it 
is impossible for one not actively engaged 
in industrial general practice to under- 
stand or appreciate the difficulties that 
beset us, particularly in regard to the 
problem of certification, and that in these 
two cases the people in the dock should 
have been the employers, who, by insist- 
ing upon a certificate, delayed the return 
to work of their employees. 

I further submit that the idea of a 
general practitioner as the family doctor 
and as a friend and counsellor is no 
longer possible, when one considers that 
95% of all patients entering a doctor's 
surgery, irrespective of age and class, 
demand some form of certificate. The 
primary function of a G.P. is no longer 
medicine, either preventive or curative, 
but merely the writing out of certificates, 
and his most important concern is that 
the certificate shall be a “ safe ” one—i.e., 
one that will satisfy his patient, satisfy 
his own tattered conscience, and at the 
same time keep him out of the clutches 
of the G.M.C. 

If this system of controls and certifi- 
cation is to continue after the war, which 
is a highly likely proposition, then some 
form of State medicine will become de- 
sirable, at least in so far as general prac- 
tice is concerned, for only then shall we 
have full freedom to treat patients un- 
trammelled by their insatiable demands 
for certificates, and only granting them if 
we ourselves deem it necessary. 

Finally, I agree entirely with the ad- 
mirable proposals of Dr. H. M. Brown 
(Journal, June 12, p. 739) with one impor- 
tant addition—namely, that in cases of 
disputes and alleged misdemeanours the 
general practitioner should be tried by a 


council of his peers—i.e., fellow general 
practitioners—and not by any other body, 
however eminent its members may be and 
who in any case cannot understand him or 
his problems.—I am, etc., 

Ealing. M. LaskK. - 


A.R.M., LONDON, 1943 
[Corrected Notice] 


The Annual Representative Meeting of the 
B.M.A. will be held at B.M.A. House, 
Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, Sept. 21, 
22, and 23, 1943. 


G. C. ANDERSON, Secretary. 


MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 
FORTY-EIGHTH LIST 


Amount previously acknowledged—£49,677 10s. and 
£100 34% Conversion Stock and £40 3% Defence 


Bonds. 


Individual Subscriptions 
10s.—Dr. L. Thomas, Halifax, 
donation). 

£5.—Dr. A. W. Bryne, Cairo (2nd donation). 

£2 2s.—Dr. A. B. Roberts, London; Dr. D. A. 
Waterfield, Lamberhurst. 

£1 Is.—Dr. C. D. Augen, London; Dr. A. R. 
Moore, London. 

£84.—Doncaster Division—per Mr. Dougal 
Callander : Dr. J. Adami, £1 1s.; Dr. J. S. Allen, 
£1 1s.; Dr. F. J. Boyle, £2 12s. 6d.; Dr. J. A. 
Brew, £1 1s.; Dr. W. B. Burk, £2 2s. (2nd dona- 
tion); Mr. L. Dougal Callander, £5 5s. (2nd dona- 
tion); Dr. D. T. Clark, £1 1s. (2nd donation) ; 
Dr. J. T. Erskine, £3 10s.; Dr. B. Cook, £4 4s. ; 
£3 3s.; Dr. J. Ferguson, 
ee . K. Graftdyk, £1 1s.; Dr. C. D 
Halcomb, £2 2s. (2nd donation) ; 
£3 3s.: Dr. J. B. Hogarth, £3 3s.; Dr. B. Lyons, 
£2 2s.: Dr. J. L. McColm, £2 12s. 6d.; Dr. D. 
Malloch, £3 3s.; Dr. J. Malloch, £2 2s. (2nd dona- 
tion) : Dr. Henry Miller, £5 Ss. ; Dr. Peter Milligan, 
Ee. 3. -&. £3 > 
Penman, £1 1Is.; Dr. H. F. Renton, s.; Mr. 
. M. D. Thakore, 


N.S. Grd 


£2 2s. (2nd donation) ; 
£3 10s.; Dr. R. W. L. Ward 
Young, £3 10s. 
6d.—Stratford Division—per Dr. L. 

Welply. 

£10 10s.—Shropshire and Mid-Wales Branch—per 
Dr. Mackie (amount already sent, £510 8s.): Dr. 
E. H. Udall. 


2s.— Birmingham Practi- 
4 Dr. ion (amount 
tioners’ Union—per 


already sent, £56 7s.): Dr. H. M. 
donation). 


Total—£49,817 3s. 6d. and £100 34% Conversion 
Stock and £40 3% Defence Bonds. 


Earmarked for Books for Prisoners of War 
£1 1s.—Dr. J. Green, London; Dr. Helen M. 
Marshall, Exeter. Total £2 2s. 

. ble to the Medical War Relief 
sent to Dr. G. C. Anderson, 
Honorary Treasurer of the Fund, British Medical 
Association House, Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.1. 


H.M. Forces Appointments 


ROYAL NAVY 


Surg. Cmdrs. W. F. Beattie, N. A. H. Barlow, 
A. W. McRorie, F. G. Hunt, and J. R. Brennan 
to be Surg. Capts. . 

Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. H. E. B. Curjel to be Surg. 


RoyaL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Surg. Cmdrs. H. O. Martin, V.D., and F. L. 
Cassidi, V.D., to be Surg. Capts. 

- Surg. Lieut.-Cmdrs. G. A. Mason, A. L. Gunn, 
H. G. Ungley, V.D., E. C Johnson, W. T R. 
Chapman, W. McO. MacGregor, O.B.E.. V.D., and 
J. D. Simpson to be Surg. Cmdrs. 


. R. H. W. Chambre, D. Lydon, and J. D. 
Watson to be Temp. Surg. L: 
ARMY 

Lieut.-Col. (Temp. Brig.) W. E. Tyndall, C.B.E., 

M.C., from R.A.M.C. to be Col. (Substituted for 


the notification in a Supplement to the London 
Gazette dated June 15.) 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMI 
Royat Army Mepicat Corps 

War Subs. Capts. R. Percy-Lancaster ang 
Lieber have relinquished their commissions, 
account of ill-health and have been granted 
honorary rank of Capt. 

The surname of Lieut. H. MacCallum is as 
described. 

The surname -of Lieut. T. N. Carayan: 
as now described and not as stated in a §; 
ment to the London Gazette dated June 4. 

To*be Lieuts.: A. A. Gregory-Dean, C. H. 
D. A. Stanley, W. O. Attlee, J. Freeman, R. §oO 
Allan, W. M. Allan, A. Anderson, W. A 


R. A. Bradford, W. A. Briscoe, T. A. MEDI: 
G. L. Clark, D. M. Dunbar, L. R. L. 
C. R. Forrest, R. J. Forster, J. A. Frais, W THI 
Harries, C. C. M. James, W. James, E. L : 
Jones, R. G. Main, A. I. Morrison, A C. In his re 
A. A. Pow, J. L. D. Roberts, J. A. M. R Manches 
D. C. . C. Suarez, J. R. Wilson, P cae 
Wooley, P. R. Wright. OLIVER 
educatior 
WOMEN’S FORCES wider iss 
EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. ization ¢ 
The following M.O.s have been granted rvice 
sions in the rank of Lieut.: Margarite E. M. Del © s 
Barbara G. Firth, Patricia F. M. B. Gould, pital sys 
Harrison, Jane C. S. MacLachlan, Catherine G. Mf from va 
Peebles, Mary U. Wilkin. ’ that of 
always t 
POSTGRADUATE NEWS hospitals 
nected v 


A series of postgraduate lectures will be 
in the West Medical Theatre of Edinburgh 
Infirmary on Thurs., July 29, Aug. 5 and 19, 
Sept. 2, 9, and 16. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BRITISH POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, 
tics and Gynaecological Clinics and Operation 
Daily, 1.30 p.m., Post-mortems. Mon., 10 am, 
Course on War Surgery of the Extremities 
mences. Tues., 10 a.m., Paediatric Clinic; i 
a.m., Gynaecological Clinic. Wed., Re 
Medical Conference. Thurs., 3 p.m., Dermat 
logical Clinic. Fri., 12.15 p.m., Surgical Co} Prof. 


js, the u 
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obtain), 
advantag 
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ference; 2 p.m., Gynaecological Conference; tion sct 
2 p.m., Neurological Ward Clinic; 2 pam, 
Sterility Clinic. Trust a: 


FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.—' 
Hillingdon County Hospital: All-day, Sat. 
Sun. (uly 24 and 25), Week-end course 
Clinical Surgery (suitable for F.R.C.S.). 
9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Anaesthetic Course. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LE 
Roya Socrety oF MEDICINE.—Tues., 5 p.m. 
meeting of Fellows. 


Mepicat Soctety oF LoNnpon, 11, Chandos 
Cavendish Square, W.—Mon., 5.30 p.m., 
cussion. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF VENEREAL 
EASES, 11, Chandos Street, W.—Sat. Guly 
2 p.m. Annual general meeting. Lieut.-Col. A. 
King, Major D. I. Williams, and Capt. C. § 
Nicol: Hyperthermia in the Treatment of Rest 
tant Gonococcal and Non-specific Urethrith 
Capt. J. Wallace and Lieut. S. R. Bushby: 
Physiological Changes in Fever Treatment. 
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B.M.A.: Diary of Central Meetings 
JULY 
29 Thurs. Journal Board, 11 a.m. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings 
to be Held 
YorKsHIRE Brancn.—At the Medical 
Leeds, Wed., July 21, 3.30 p.m. Annual 
Discussion on recent developments of the 
Health Service. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be fo 

with the notice, authenticated with the name ant 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adve 
tisement Manager not later than first post Mondaj 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issut 


BIRTHS 

EDELSTEN.—On July 4, 1943, at the Forbes Fraze 
Hospital, Bath, to Grace Eliott-Drake (née 
Briscoe), wife of Major Alan Edelsten, R.A.MC. 
a son. 

HamiLton.—On July 5, 1943, at Southmead Hoe 
pital, Bristol, to Constance Anne (née Mallett), 
M.B., B.S., wife of Surg. Lieut.Cmdr. S. @ 
Hamilton, R.N.V.R., a son. : 


Woop.—On July 9, 1943, at Summercourt, 
borough, to Marjorie (née Berwick), wife 
Captain L. A. C. Wood, R.A.M.C. (B.N.AF. 
the gift of a daughter (Jillian Mary). 


etc., 
Selby, Yorks. 
of the 
national 
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Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. D. W. Wallace, 
: J. M. S. Manson, G. A. Smith, A. A. McG. . 
McConnell, J. M. Beare, H. C. Dales, C. M. B, 
N | 


